Welcome to High School Algebra I!

I’m very excited about this upcoming year! We will be covering a wide array of concepts. Math is all around us, and we use it on an everyday basis, which makes this course vital to both your academic and social lives. I hope to provide a positive and fun class experience.
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Ms. Dalen’s Contact Information

E-mail: mdalen@riverdaleschools.org

School Phone: (309) 523-3181 

Website:  http://dalenmath.weebly.com

Please contact me at anytime with questions, comments, or concerns. I am here to help you in any way that I can.

Expectations 

Be Prompt 
You are expected to be seated and prepared to work when class begins. As you enter the classroom, have homework ready and complete the entry task. 

Be Prepared 
Come to class ready to learn and ready to contribute. All students need to come to class with the necessary supplies. 

Be Respectful 
Respect yourself, others, and all materials. Students are expected to be polite and act in a responsible manner, treating each other, the teacher, the classroom, and all materials with respect and dignity. 

Be Positive 
Don’t be afraid to give your opinion, suggestion, or answer. This classroom should be a “safe” learning environment. Be respectful and accepting of others’ thought and ideas. Don’t put yourself or others down.
Materials required in class (everyday):

Textbook

Loose leaf paper

Binder

Pencils

Pen for grading

Calculator

Homework (if due that day)

Absences

If students are absent, it is their responsibility to find out what they missed, ask for missed assignments, and/or copy missed notes. In addition to being able to get the assignment in class, all assignments are posted on my website each day.

Grading 
Grades will be based on a point system. Grades will include homework, classwork, quizzes, projects, journals, and tests. 

Homework 
Homework will be assigned frequently throughout the week. Students will receive full credit for finished homework if all work is shown. Homework is expected to be turned in on the day it is due. All assignments are posted on my website each day.

Binder

You will be required to keep a binder of your notes, homework assignments, and quizzes for each chapter that will be turned in for points each Friday and on test days.

Quizzes

All quizzes are open notes and will include problems from that week’s assignments.

Extra Help

My door is always open. I will be available most days before and after school as well as 8th hour on Mon/Wed/Fri.

If you’re stuck on your homework at home, there are plenty of wonderful math websites that can help. The textbook series has a companion website at: http://www.classzone.com/books/algebra_1/.  You can even use the online textbook by typing in your student access code: MCDPGW4BY6EGA. 

You can always try to email me as well.

Cell Phone Policy

I do not allow the use of cell phones in my classroom. The Riverdale handbook cell phone policy is as follows “If a student’s cell phone/electronic device interrupts classroom instruction, in any way, they are subject to the following consequences: a. First Offense - Cell phone will be confiscated. Student may pick it up after school. b. Second and Addition Offenses - Cell phone will be confiscated and student will be assigned ½ Saturday School. Student may pick up their phone after school. Failure to serve will result in a full Saturday School and student must take all finals. c. If use during school becomes chronic (more than 2), full Saturday assigned and student must take all finals.”
My goal is for every student to feel successful and enjoy learning. I know we can work together to make this happen! Let’s have a great year!!

This syllabus was brought to you by Ms. Dalen – your teacher who wants you to succeed.
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